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James L. Wescoat, Jr. is an Aga Khan Professor of Islamic Architecture at MIT, where he co‐directs 

MIT’s Leventhal Center for Advanced Urbanism. His research concentrates on water systems in 

South Asia and the US from the site to district, state, and river basin scales. Professor Wescoat 

has conducted water policy research in the Colorado, Indus, Ganges, and Great Lakes basins. He 

led a USEPA‐funded study of potential climate impacts in the Indus River Basin with the Water 

and Power Development Authority (WAPDA), and contributed to a World Bank study of climate 

impacts and adaptation in the Indus. His books include Water for Life: Water Management and 

Environmental Policy and Political Economies of Landscape Changes: Places of Integrative Power. 

He is currently conducting research projects on drinking water planning with the Government of 

Maharashtra and World Bank, and retrofitting canal irrigation systems with small hydro and solar 

energy units.  

mailto:wescoat@mit.edu

